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AIRTANKER CONTRACTING PROCEDURES TO BE PROBED
For immediate release, Friday, July 30, 1993
WASHINGTON -- U. S. Forest Service contracting procedures, which gave 28 surplus
military aircraft valued at $67 million to five private companies in exchange for an equal
number of historical aircraft worth far less, will be the subject of a public hearing by the
House Agriculture Subcommittee on Specialty Crops and Natural Resources, according to
Subcommittee Chairman Charles Rose, D-N.C. The hearing, part of the continuing review
of the Forest Service, has been scheduled for Thursday, August 5, 1993, beginning at 10:00
a.m. in room 1300 of the Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
"In August 1992, the U. S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Office of Inspector
General issued a report which examined the contracting procedures of the Forest Service
and its use of the Historic Airplane Exchange Program. According to the IG report, a
private contractor brokered the exchange of 25 of the 28 aircraft. At issue is whether the
Forest Service can legally use the Historic Airplane Exchange Program at all," Rose said.
"In addition, Forest Service officials cooperated with the consultant and the appearance
was that contractors needed the consultant to obtain aircraft. Yet, there was little or no
justification for giving the aircraft to the operators who received them. One of the
companies who received aircraft has no airtanker contract with the Forest Service for the
1987 through 1989 contract period. We must ascertain the extent to which this abuse
occurred within the federal government and hold accountable all those individuals who
were party to this scam," Rose said.
In response to the Inspector General's audit of the Historic Airplane Exchange Program,
USDA established a task force to resolve ownership issues involving the C-130A and P3A
and the future of the Forest Service in providing aircraft to airtanker operators. The task
force is comprised of representatives of the Forest Service, the Office of Inspector General,
the Office of General Counsel, and the Office of Operations. Four operators were given
a total of 25 C-130A and P3A aircraft of which 11 aircraft are now under contract for the
1993 through 1997 period.
According to Rose, witnesses for the hearing will include Mr. Dale Robertson, chief of
the Forest Service. Mr. Robertson will explain how the Forest Service will ensure that
any future equipment support will be adequately controlled and how the Forest Service
can restore a competitive balance to the industry. "I am asking the USDA Inspector
General to discuss with us the results of its audit and to comment on the response of the
Forest Service to the management recommendations which the IG has given to the Forest
Service. In addition, I have asked a small bueineesman ,,:he has never been able to obtain
any business with the Forest Service to come forward," Rose said.
"This was not the 'great airplane robbery' or the airplane exchange that went awry.
This was far more than that. This was a systematic plan worked out with the cooperation
of numerous people, over a number of years, that no one was willing to stop. These
operations were supposed to have stopped in 1976, but nobody could have gotten away
with this without the government looking the other way. This hearing will provide the
basis for certain on-going investigations, and allow Congress to determine the future
direction of U. S. Government policy toward the disposal of surplus military aircraft," Rose
said.
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